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• Destruction of PAs Management 

System 

• Termination of long-term 

environmental monitoring 

• Use of the most valuable 

protected areas for military 

training, waste disposal, 

extraction activities 

 



Military operations in eastern 

Ukraine  

(since June 2014) 

CRATE

RS 



Chalk Flora Natural Reserve 



Воронки та колії від техніки в РЛП «Донецький Кряж» 
Consequences: 

In the area of one battle near Savur 

Mohyla there are  

16 000 craters 
 

The soil was contaminated with: 

 

 – 8 tones of sulphur,  

-4 tones of heavy metals,  

-- 2000 tones of steal 



Heavy metals in craters’ soils 



FIRES 
About 200 protected areas are 

covered by the ATP zone 

70 % of them were affected by 

fires during the war (63000 ha) 

About 25 000 ha are covered 

with forests  

The damage caused is worth 

90 milliard UAH (3 milliard 

Euro) 

(not including the damage 

caused by soil pollution and 

damage to endangered 

species) 



Fires and 
rare 

plants 



Illegal mining of natural resources 

• Open coal mines in so called 
“Donetsk People’s Republic ” 
and “Luhansk People’s 
Republic” cover 58 sq.km – this 
is equal to the area of Zagreb, 
the capital of Croatia 

 

 



Mechanical destruction  
National Park “Holy Mountains” 



Unauthorized trainings of the Armed Forces of Ukraine in national parks 

National Park "Oleshkivski Sands« (2016) 

Moreover, the army of 

Ukraine are trying to 

illegally use 43 protected 

areas 



«Tarutynskyi steppe» Nature Reserve  
Agricultural works as a type of military exercising 
• The biggest steppe territory in 

Europe (following in the rating 
the biosphere reserve “Askania 
Nova”) 5200 ha 

• 1300 ha of lands were ploughed 
on the basis of fake agreements 
between the Ministry of Defence 
of Ukraine and agrarian 
companies  

• The State Environmental 
Inspectorate assessed the 
damage that is 1 milliard Euro 
worth   

• EPL initiated the litigation 
process to restore biodiversity of 
the reserve, to stop ploughing 
and to punish those who are 
guilty of destruction of the 
reserve 



Reaction of society on EPL position concerning the war 

Lack of understanding from state bodies and people: 

• Defamation articles  

 

 



• EPL were labelled as «Kremlin 
agents», «lobbyists of business 
against the Ministry of Defense» 

• Russian media manipulated 
with proofs presenting EPL’s 
data on damage caused by 
bombardment by Russian 
troops as proofs of damage 
caused by the Ukrainian army to 
the self-declared republics  

Reaction of the society and authorities to EPL’s position on the 
war 



Reaction of EPL’s opponents to EPL’s position 
on the war and its impact on the environment 

 

Bots in social networks 
disseminating defamation 
articles in sectoral 
environmental groups and far 
beyond the groups 

 



Conсlusions 

Because of articles on fake web 
sites with fake authors, as well as 
unknown bots, 

 

We, EPL people, can not protect 
our honor and dignity in courts 

 

We can restore our reputation 
only through our activity, 
publicity, transparency, successful 
litigation for environmental 
protection 

 



EPL actions 

• Negotiations with the Ministry of Defence 

• Demonstrating the NATO standards, 
standards of Israel and USA armies and 
their care about protected areas 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aVzaKev
l83M&feature=youtu.be  

• After the requests, the Ministry of 
environment established the work group on 
regulating the conflict together with EPL 
and the Ministry of Defence 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aVzaKevl83M&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aVzaKevl83M&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aVzaKevl83M&feature=youtu.be


Round table on war with the  
Minister of environment  



The essence of the litigation: 
- In October 2016, facts of the nature reserve ploughing were recorded   
- Revealed fake agreements between the Ministry of Defence and agrarian companies on  
cultivating the lands of the reserve   
- Media briefing held by EPL and other environmental NGOs to attract public attention  
to the problem  
- Initiation of litigation process with the request to return 
the territory of the reserve to the original state at the expense of  
of those who ploughed the steppe 
- The court ignores the environmental component of the  
litigation but cancelled the agreements as they are in 
 breach of the law  



Results of the litigation: 
 The steppe ploughing stopped. 
The Agreements between the 
Ministry of Defence and private 
agrarian companies on using 
territories of the reserve are 
found illegal.  
The damage of 30 milliard UAH (1 
milliard Euro) was officially 
recognized and recorded. 
Opponents lack arguments to 
accuse EPL.  

 

 


