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Will Uzbekistan 
benefit from 
ratification of the 
Aarhus Convention?
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Aarhus spirit in MDBs’ policy commitments: 

- Transparency and timely 
disclosure

- Public participation

- Accountability mechanisms

bankwatch.org
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Human rights violations in 
Uzbek agricultural sector

(incl. MDB funded projects)

bankwatch.org

• Forced labour and 
exploitative practices

• Unfair labour conditions

• Land grabs and forced 
evictions

• Environmental pollution

• Silencing of defenders

Cotton harvest. By Angela Meier

https://bankwatch.org/project/indorama-agro-uzbekistan-s-infamous-cotton-producer
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Rapid development of energy 
sector in need of regulatory and 
strategic framework

• Legislative framework at early stage of 
reform (new law on Strategic 
Environmental Assessment (2025)

• Strategic Environmental and Social 
Assessment (SESA) for the renewable 
sector (in development)

• Comprehensive accessible public 
platform for information disclosure 
(incl. environmental issues) needed

• Fundamental challenge: Weak and 
restricted civil society

bankwatch.org

Wind power project in Bash, Uzbekistan

..54% RENEWABLE ELECTRICITY BY 2030
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Public participation devoid of 
informed independent voices

bankwatch.org

UZBEKISTAN NEEDS

• Wider and freer civic space

• Inclusive enabling environment 
for grassroot organisations

• Support and capacity building 
Bankwatch capacity building event during the EBRD AGM in Samarkand in 2023
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bankwatch.org

Thank you! Polina Veretelnikova

Central Asia Coordinator

@CEEBankwatch

@CEEBankwatch

polina.veretelnikova@bankwatch.org

CEE Bankwatch Network

Ceebankwatch


